In 1989, the Countess Albina du Boisrouvray founded the Association FrancoisXavier Bagnoud (AFXB) in memory of her only child, a rescue pilot who died in an accident at the age of 24. Today, the association is involved in 17 initiatives for children's health and human rights in 17 countries and provides financial help through partnerships with local groups. The AFXB's Web site at http:l/www.fxb.org/ serves to raise awareness of the group The report provides listings of all 1998 methyl bromide use within 1.5 miles of 455 public schools in California by county and school. Computer-assisted analysis conducted by the group found that almost 70,000 California children attend 87 schools near fields that received over 10,000 pounds of methyl bromide each during 1998. The report also notes that between 1995 and 1998, use of the chemical increased by 41% near the 10 schools at greatest risk of exposure. In some areas, students face potential exposure 20 or more times per year. The state's new methyl bromide proposal would still permit application of the chemical near schools during after-school activities and community events.
Toys Still Toxic
Independent testing conducted by the National Environmental Trust and 11 other environmental and public interest groups has found that some U.S.-manufactured soft plastic toys still contain high amounts of phthalates one year after the Consumer Product Safety Commission requested that U.S. toy makers eliminate the chemicals, some of which have been banned from toys in nine European countries because of links to liver and kidney damage.
Children may be exposed to phthalates when they chew or suck on toys that contain them.
Of the three types of toys the request applied to-teethers, bath toys, and squeeze toysphthalates have been removed from only one, teethers. The 17 U.S.-manufactured bath and squeeze toys examined were all found to contain high amounts of phthalates. In addition, the trust warns, teethers manufactured outside the United States may still contain the chemicals-the testing found that eight kinds of teethers made by non-U.S. companies contained 19-55% phthalates by weight.
No More Mercury
The international coalition Health Care Without Harm awarded its first Mercury in Flight Award, which recognizes companies that pledge to end the manufacture and sale of products containing mercury, to the Rite Aid Corporation. Rite Aid, which now stocks only mercury-free thermometers in its 3,900 U.S. locations, was credited as having "set a new national standard for the protection of the environment and public health in pharmacy chains."
Mercury is a potent neurotoxicant, particularly in children. According to the coalition, over 18,000 calls were made to poison control centers and emergency rooms in 1998 because of broken mercury thermometers. Mercury released from broken thermometers into sinks and other drains may enter the environment directly, while mercury spilled onto floors can volatilize in warm rooms, thereby contaminating the air.
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